   
BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES of the MEETING of the BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL held on MONDAY 12th October 2026, commencing at 8pm in The Hamilton Room, Betchworth


	Councillors (Cllrs) present:
Cllr Ed Winter (EW) Chairman
Cllr Alice Laidler (AL) Vice Chair
Cllr Ian Wilson (IW)
Cllr Martin Higgins (MH)
Cllr Robert Ashdown (RA)
Cllr Caroline Gavigan (CG)



	 

	Attending:
District Cllr Paula Keay (PK)
District Cllr Simon Budd (SB)
District Cllr Paul Potter (PP)

Apologies:
County Cllr Helyn Clack



 In attendance: Katie Leak (KL) Clerk & RFO       MOP: 4

	Minute #
	Agenda item
	Who

	
	
	

	

271
	1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Council resolved to accept apologies of absence from County Cllr Clack. 
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	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Winter declared an interest in the planning application MO/2026/01144. 
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	3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
Council resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 14th September 2026 and the minutes were signed.
	

	
	
	

	

274







275
	4. OPEN FORUM
MOP representatives from the Scooter Park working group presented a project status update. The project has contacted Surrey County Council to discuss planning permission/letter of lawful development process, a letter of comfort on a historic lease on the land and available grants for the project. The representatives requested Council to arrange a land rental/purchase agreement, take ownership of the Scooter park equipment and maintain it ongoing.  

MOP requested an update on the allotment fence installation. 
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	5. COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT 
The Council resolved to accept the Police Report. 
The Clerk took an action to circulate relevant parts of the Police report to the parish. 
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	6. TRANSPORT, HIGHWAYS, FLOODING AND FOOTPATHS

Highways:
· Clerk shared an update on the upcoming Pebblehill Road changes. 

Footpaths:
· Clerk shared an update on Remembrance Poppies.

Gatwick:
· Council acknowledged the Clerk report on Gatwick and Cllr Winter provided an update on the progress of the new runway project that increased construction traffic is to be expected locally commencing in 3/4 months time.

Flooding:
· Clerk provided an update on the Climate Resilience grant application and an update on the Bollard engineer visit.
· Council agreed that the Depth Gauges should be the traffic light ones which show safety levels. Clerk took an action to confirm costs for a bespoke gauge with levels specific for each road location. 

Climate Meeting:
· Cllr Winter provided an update the meeting on 26th October was now fully booked.
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	7. PLANNING
Ratification of Planning Observations made since last meeting: 
There were no applications to ratify since last meeting.

Applications:
Council resolved to comment on planning application MO/2026/01018. Clerk took an action to confirm the updated documents and share with the Parish.

Council resolved not to comment on the following planning applications:

Planning Ref:
· MO/2026/01412
· Location: 1 CHURCH STREET, BETCHWORTH, RH3 7DN

· MO/2026/01431
· Location: APRIL COTTAGE, STATION ROAD, BETCHWORTH, RH3 7DF

Decisions:

Council acknowledged the following Decisions:
· MO/2026/01186 THE OLD HOUSE SOUTH THE STREET BETCHWORTH RH3 7DJ

· MO/2026/01029 HIGHVELD PEBBLE HILL ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7BP

· MO/2026/00955 LAND OPPOSITE GREAT OAKS SNOWERHILL ROAD BETCHWORTH RH3 7AQ

· MO/2025/02679 THE BUILDERS YARD CHURCH STREET BETCHWORTH RH3 7DN

Appeals: N/A

Planning Other: N/A
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	8. AMENITIES 
Playground
· Council noted that the play equipment was checked and Council resolved to accept the Playground Checklist Template. A play cog was reported loose but not a safety issue.

Defibrillators
· Council noted that defibrillators were checked and Clerk shared an update on the project to provide a new defib. Clerk took an action to understand why the village defib machines were not appearing on public websites.

Burial Ground
· Council acknowledged approval of permit 453.
· The allotment fence supplier has been contacted and Clerk took an action to share a date for installation with the allotment residents.

Tranquil Wood
· Council resolved to proceed with the purchase the Tranquil Wood. Clerk took an action to ask for Sponsors and Council can use any donors in comms / on the Tranquil Wood noticeboards.

Scooter Park
· Council resolved to positively support the project however due to available funds, Council resolved not to proceed with arranging a land rental/purchase agreement, taking ownership of the Scooter park equipment and maintaining it ongoing.  It was noted that the vast majority of people using the park would come from Brockham Parish although some users would likely come from Betchworth Parish 
· Council resolved that if Brockham Council wishes to proceed with the project, then Betchworth Council would positively support them. 
· Council advised the project working group to understand estimates for legal and maintenance costs in more detail and present these to Brockham Parish Council 
Village Plan
· Clerk provided an update that the working group were drafting questions and will meet this week. Questions to be reviewed by Council at the next meeting. Cllr feedback on the current draft was noted by the Clerk and Clerk took an action to share the feedback at the next working group meeting. 

Brockham Big Field
· Cllr Winter confirmed there was no update for the Big Field.

Improvement Suggestions
· Council resolved to prioritise the future projects list for consideration in the future. 
· Council resolved to arrange a visit from a safe & well fire officer as part of another community event. Clerk took an action to arrange the visit.
· Council resolved not to document an evacuation plan but that it can be included in the Emergency Plan when this is decided to be produced.
· Cllr Wilson took an action to document the location of the existing grit bins and suggest any new locations needed. 
· Council resolved to support the free British Heart Foundation First Aid Training course. Clerk took an action to share this with the Parish.
· Council resolved not to create any new drainage ditches at this time. Council noted that the ditch by the A25 roundabout had been reported to MVDC. Clerk took an action to report the collapsed ditches on Gadbrook Road to MVDC. 
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	9. COMMUNITY & COMMUNICATIONS
· Clerk took an action to create an article following the upcoming Climate event.
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	10. CLERKS UPDATE
· Council resolved to acknowledge the Clerk’s report.
· Council reviewed and updated the ongoing action and decision log.
· Council resolved to acknowledge risk register.
· Council resolved to acknowledge that the interim audit provider Mulberry are independent and competent.
· Council resolved to acknowledge the completion of internal interim audit on 22/9/26
· Council resolved to acknowledge that a data audit has been completed
· Council resolved to acknowledge Clerk & Support Clerk have completed contractual probation period
· Council resolved to acknowledge the Clerk timesheet for September
· Council resolved to approve updates to IT Policy, GDPR Policy and Finance Policy. Clerk took an action to update a typo.
· Council resolved to acknowledge GDPR training has been completed by Council
· Council resolved not to comment on the proposal for guidance change regarding Councillor expenses specifically for dependents cover during meetings.
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	11. FINANCE & GOVERNANCE
Council resolved to acknowledge the financial and budget documents shared as part of the meeting pack. 

Council resolved to acknowledge the following amounts received:






	Bank Interest
	£
	53.41

	Burial Ground Income
	£
	755.00

	Allotments
	£
	0.00

	Precept & CSP
	£
	16,276.84

	VAT Reclaim
	£
	2,117.02



Council resolved to approve the following for payment:

	IB00881
	Clerks Expenses
	£
	308.32

	IB00882
	Hamilton Room 
	£
	50.00

	IB00883
	Defib Store
	£
	252.00

	IB00884
	Farm Fencing
	£
	9,812.40

	IB00885
	Betchworth Village War Memorial Hall
	£
	61.00

	IB00886
	Mulberry Local Authority Services
	£
	399.36

	IB00887
	Hope Nursery
	£
	90.00



Council resolved to acknowledge the following scheduled payments:

	HMRC – NI & Tax 
	£
	Redacted

	Clerks Salary 
	£
	Redacted

	Clerks Pension 
	£
	Redacted

	Bank Charge
	£
	7.00

	Clerks Mobile
	£
	8.00

	Josh Flynn Maintenance (inc VAT)
	£
	856.50



· Council resolved to acknowledge completion of bank reconciliation by Cllr Laidler.
· Council resolved to acknowledge the monthly finance report.
· Council resolved to setup manual dual authorisation of all payments over £5k but not to implement online dual authorisation within the Council bank accounts.
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	12.URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING AND FOR INCLUSION ON A FURTHER AGENDA
No urgent matters were noted for discretion of the chair
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	13. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
· Council resolved to gather estimates for installation at other locations for the new Defib machine with a view to reducing the cost. Clerk took an action to update the document with more information. 
· Council resolved to gather estimates for lower cost solutions to making the School Path safe including asking SCC Highways. Clerk took an action to update the document with more information.
· Council decided on a design for the Cycling Signs and thanked Cllr Gavigan for her offer to fund and install the signs. Cllr Gavigan to install the new signs.
· Council resolved to proceed with the lowest cost option for implementation of Digital Signing of Invoices. Clerk took an action to update the paper with an additional e-signature option. 
· Council resolved to proceed with the Memorial Signs with an update to the wording. 
· Council resolved to spend the Surrey Resilience Grant Part 1 on Clerk salary costs relating to the flooding project.
· Council resolved to approve the move to zero hours contract for the Support Clerk. Clerk took an action to update the wording. 
· Council resolved to recommend the repair of the bench option A and if option A was unsuccessful, that any of the option B benches would be suitable. 
· Council resolved to approve of the woodworm treatment for the Bus Shelter.
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	14.MEETING DATES to acknowledge and note
Council resolved to acknowledge the following Council Meeting Dates: 

2026
Monday Nov 9th
Monday Dec 14th
	







	
	MEETING CLOSED AT 21:45
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