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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Ecology Survey
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1. Introduction
Betchworth Parish Council require input from an Ecology survey to understand where to put the permissive footpath through the Tranquil Woods.
The survey will also meet two of the objectives for Tranquil Wood:
· Objective 3.Biodiversity  
To study, understand, conserve and enhance Tranquil Wood's flora and fauna, with particular regard to the Priority Species identified in Surrey's Local Nature Recovery Strategy (rare bats, hazel dormouse, barn owl, adder, stag beetle, and rare beetles, butterflies and orchids), strengthening the site's role as a stepping-stone habitat connecting North Downs ancient woodland with the River Mole corridor.

· Objective 2. Community learning, education and nature recovery
To establish Tranquil Wood as a site for community learning and action — supporting outdoor education, citizen science and public engagement with nature recovery, in partnership with local schools, Forest School and the 4Bs Biodiversity Initiative.

2. Background
An ecological survey is a systematic assessment of habitats, species, and ecological features to evaluate environmental impacts, inform conservation, and ensure regulatory compliance. Ecological surveys are conducted to identify, record, and evaluate the natural characteristics of a site, including flora, fauna, and habitats. They help determine the ecological value of an area, assess potential impacts of land management, and guide mitigation strategies to protect biodiversity. These surveys are essential for environmental planning, conservation, and compliance with legal requirements, such as protected species legislation and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) directives. Survey timing is critical for accuracy. Many species are detectable only during specific seasons.
Types of Ecological Surveys
· Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA): Combines desk studies and walkover surveys to identify habitats, species, and potential ecological constraints. It highlights areas needing further investigation and informs mitigation planning 
· Phase 1 Habitat Survey: Maps and classifies habitats using standardized systems, providing a foundation for more detailed studies and identifying areas requiring protection or enhancement 
· Phase 2 or Species-Specific Surveys: Targeted studies for protected or notable species, such as bats, birds, reptiles, great crested newts, dormice, otters, and water voles. These surveys provide quantitative data to inform mitigation and conservation strategies 
· Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey: Includes detailed assessment of habitat condition, species composition, vegetation structure, and suitability for supporting fauna 

3. Baseline Initial Survey
The baseline survey has four purposes:
1. to provide high quality baseline information about the species and habitats in Tranquil Wood so that future changes can be evaluated.
2. to provide information and recommendations to help the Tranquil Wood management team make informed decisions about the management of the woodland and inform strategic planning
3. to support the local community in their efforts to learn about nature by providing reliable, quality information about the wildlife in the wood
4. to support the community in participating in nature recovery by providing advice on where to focus efforts to have maximum benefit.

In order to support the long-term goal of establishing Tranquil Wood as a community managed asset for wildlife and Surrey LNRS measure to improve the management of existing semi-natural woodland and wetland to support biodiversity, the baseline biodiversity of Tranquil Wood needs to be established, so that future management objectives and outcomes, (including increased habitat diversity, attracting Priority Species and potentially flood management) can be compared to a biodiversity baseline prior to any measures being implemented.

4. Quote £REDACTED by aLyne Ecology Ltd. Day rate: £ REDACTED (ecologist). September 2026 to July 2027.
The fee covers 12 days  of evaluation – to provide good field coverage through the seasons  and 2 days of training and support for community volunteers to develop their capacity to study and monitor wildlife. Building capacity for community volunteers fulfils the second objectives for Tranquil Wood.

5. Recommendation
Recommendation is from the Tranquil Woods Management team is to use aLyne Ecology as they have prior knowledge of the woodland, have completed reports previously for the reBetchworth charity to a high standard,  a competitive day rate and are experienced in ecology surveys. Based on the advice in Appendix A, the pricing is low.  Alyne have said that the pricing is low because they propose to use trainee consultants as part of their training to complete the work with supervision from qualified experienced consultants.  

 






Appendix A: Price Advice from Ecology Survey Cost UK 2026: A Complete Price Guide for Every Survey Type

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA)
· The standard first-stage ecology survey. Includes a desk study and site walkover.
· | Site type | Typical cost | |-----------|-------------| | Single house / garden plot | £400-800 | | Small development (1-5 dwellings) | £500-1,000 | | Medium development (5-50 dwellings) | £800-1,500 | | Large or complex site (50+ dwellings) | £1,500-3,000+ | | 
· Additional cost: LERC data search £100-375 (usually charged separately).
· Validity: 18 months to 2 years from the date of the site visit.
· When: Can be done year-round. Best April-September for the walkover.

Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA)
· A more detailed assessment required for larger or more complex developments. Incorporates PEA results plus Phase 2 survey data.
· | Site type | Typical cost | |-----------|-------------| | Small-medium site with limited Phase 2 surveys | £1,500-3,000 | | Large site with multiple Phase 2 surveys | £3,000-8,000 | | Major development or EIA chapter | £5,000-15,000+ |
· The EcIA cost depends heavily on how many Phase 2 surveys are needed. A site with no protected species issues could be £1,500. A site with bats, GCN, reptiles, and water vole could be £10,000+.
Bat Surveys
· | Survey type | Cost per visit | Visits needed | Total cost range | |-------------|---------------|---------------|-----------------| | Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) | £250-600 | 1 | £250-600 | | Emergence survey (Low potential) | £300-800 | 1 | £300-800 | | Emergence survey (Moderate potential) | £300-800 | 2 | £600-1,500 | | Emergence survey (High/confirmed) | £300-800 | 3 | £900-2,400 | | Activity survey (transect) | £400-1,000 | 6-7 | £2,500-7,000 | | Static detector deployment | £200-500 | Per month | £1,200-3,500/season | | Hibernation survey | £300-600 | 1-2 | £300-1,200 |
· If bats are found: Mitigation design (£500-3,000) plus European Protected Species licence application (£500-1,500) plus Natural England licence fee (currently free for standard applications).
Great Crested Newt Surveys
· | Survey type | Cost | Notes | |-------------|------|-------| | Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) | £150-400 per pond | Year-round | | eDNA survey | £250-500 per pond | April-June only | | Traditional presence/absence | £1,500-4,000 | 4-6 visits, March-June | | Population class assessment | £2,000-5,000 | Additional visits if GCN found | | District Level Licensing (IACPC) | £500-5,000+ | Conservation payment, varies by zone and impact |
· Note: eDNA is the cheapest and quickest route if you just need presence/absence. One water sample per pond, results in 2-3 weeks.
Reptile Surveys
· | Item | Cost | |------|------| | Refugia deployment | £200-500 (one-off) | | Presence/absence surveys (7 visits) | £1,500-3,500 | | Population estimate (20+ visits) | £4,000-8,000 | | Reptile translocation | £3,000-15,000+ depending on site size |
· Refugia must be deployed at least 2 weeks before surveys start. Factor this into your programme.
Water Vole Surveys
· | Item | Cost | |------|------| | Water vole survey (2 visits) | £600-1,500 | | Extended survey for longer watercourses | £1,000-3,000 | | Water vole mitigation licence | £500-2,000 |
· When: Mid-April to September. Best at either end of the season.
Otter Surveys
· | Item | Cost | |------|------| | Otter survey (1-2 visits) | £400-1,000 | | Extended survey for longer watercourses | £800-2,500 |
· When: Year-round. Best in spring when bankside vegetation is low.
Badger Surveys
· | Item | Cost | |------|------| | Badger sett survey (1-2 visits) | £400-1,000 | | Bait marking study (4+ weeks) | £2,000-5,000 | | Badger mitigation licence | £500-2,000 | | Artificial sett construction | £3,000-8,000 |
· When: Year-round. Best February-April and October-November.
Dormouse Surveys
· | Item | Cost | |------|------| | Nest tube survey (5+ monthly visits) | £2,000-5,000 | | Nut search (1 visit) | £300-600 |
· Dormouse surveys are among the most expensive because nest tubes need to be checked monthly from April to November (minimum 5 visits). This is a long commitment.
Breeding Bird Surveys
· | Item | Cost | |------|------| | Standard breeding bird survey (3-4 visits) | £1,000-3,000 | | Wintering bird survey (3-6 visits) | £1,500-5,000 | | Barn owl survey (1-3 visits) | £300-800 |
· When: Breeding birds April-June (dawn visits). Wintering birds October-March.
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment
· | Item | Cost | |------|------| | UKHab survey and metric calculation | £800-2,500 | | Biodiversity Gain Plan | £1,000-3,000 | | Combined BNG assessment and gain plan | £1,500-5,000 | | Off-site biodiversity unit purchase | £15,000-50,000+ per unit (varies hugely by location) |
· BNG costs are in addition to standard ecological survey costs. Budget for this separately.
What Drives the Cost Up?
· Site size: A 0.5 hectare garden plot is cheaper than a 50 hectare mixed-use site.
· Number of species: Every additional Phase 2 survey adds cost. A site with bats, GCN, reptiles, and dormouse will cost significantly more than one with no protected species.
· Location: London and South East consultancies tend to charge more. Travel costs to remote rural sites can also add up.
· Timing: Booking surveys at the last minute during peak season (May-July) may cost a premium. Book early.
· Mitigation: If protected species are found, mitigation design, licence applications, and implementation can double or triple the total ecological cost.

The Bottom Line
· For a typical small-to-medium development, expect to spend £2,000-8,000 on ecological surveys and assessment, depending on species present. For larger or more complex sites, £10,000-30,000+ is not unusual.
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