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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL



We discussed producing a village plan last year, but due to other priorities and awaiting traffic calming suggestions from Surrey County Council, this was never completed. At the Parish Annual Meeting this year we stated we will conduct a village survey this year

Attached is a draft village plan structure for discussion and agreement at this meeting. Once agreed I suggest that each Councillor who has the time takes one topic and produces draft questions. We have a draft based on the 2012 questions to help.  
Village Plan

1. Introduction
Betchworth Parish Council wishes to: 
· gather views from parishioners on ways to improve Betchworth as place to live and visit 
· prepare a Draft Village Plan of desirable improvements to parish amenities, roads and the wider environment
· consult parishioners on a Draft Village Plan before adopting the final Village Plan.  

2. Approach and Output
· The village plan project to be undertaken by a small working group including Councillors, Clerk and Parishioners. 
· A survey to be conducted to gather information on Parishioner views / needs. 
· A Draft Village Plan report to be created capturing the views of the survey and including recommendations for the village over the next 5 years
· The Draft Village Plan to be available for Parishioners to comment
· The Final Village Plan (following the consultation) to be brought to Full Council for adoption.
· Where the Parish Council decides, projects can be taken forward with support from County Council, where appropriate. 

3. Areas of Focus
Understanding the Village
The village population characteristics and predicted demand to be studied based on latest census information. Study of the previous Village Plan in 2012 to be undertaken to understand the changes to the village since then. Recommendations to consider the needs of particular groups of people to be noted in the village plan. 

Traffic
The village plan to recommend which roads to consider for improvement in next 5 years. Crash map to be consulted and the focus to be on the areas where the highest number / severity of crashes has occurred historically and where there is a high level of perceived risk to drivers and pedestrians on particular stretches of road.
The village plan should document parishioner’s’ views with regard to traffic speed limits, traffic calming measures and deterrence of through traffic.

Housing 
The housing strategy is already covered by the MVDC 5 year plan and therefore housing issues as covered in that plan is are out of scope of this plan. The plan should however determine if there is a need for housing beyond or different in location or nature to that in the MVDC 5 year plan such thatWhere a housing need is identified, a recommendation can be made for the Council to should create a Neighbourhood Development Plan in the future which recommends areas of the village for residential development to the local planning authority.
The Plan should provide guidance to the Council when responding to planning applications, therefore the survey will determine parishioner’s views on developments including size, type and appearance of new build housing, attitudes towards house extensions and development of agricultural buildings etc   

 Amenities
The current amenities and assets owned by Parish Council, and other buildings and sites widely used by the public, to be assessed. The village plan to include which amenities to be recommended for upgrade over the next 5 years. The village plan to identify missing amenities which are recommended to be added to the village in projects over the next 5 years.

Natural Spaces
Our current valued green spaces to be identified on a map and categorised by their type. As part of a survey, Parishioners to identify problems with accessing a green space or problems such as pollution which can be noted and recommended for action in future projects. Where specific rare ecology is suspected, an ecological survey to be conducted to identify where nature requires protection and recommendations for protection measures which the Parish Council or nature groups can undertake in future plans. 

Events
The village plan to assess the current population of the village and identify recommendations for new events to meet the needs of Parishioners over the next 5 years.

Historic Features
The village plan to identify the village historic buildings / features in need of restoration / repair. The village plan to make a recommendation for projects to undertake ecological / engineering surveys and apply for grants as applicable.
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