
The Forge, The Street, Betchworth

REDACTED from Betchworth Estate discussed reinstating the forge with Cllr Winter. She explained that she has explored getting the Forge repaired. 
She gained quotes to repair the building inline with listed buildings (it is a Grade II listed for Group Value only building) and local planning requirements. The quoted costs to repair the building are unaffordable for the Estate. They have also explored costs to rebuild the building from scratch and turn it into an office building which she said would be an affordable cost.

Relevant planning applications were approved with conditions to complete inline with local planning design constraints and an ecological survey:
2023: MO/2023/1201 Restoration of Betchworth Forge and change of use from light industrial to office. (Letter from BPC in Appendix A)
2023: MO/2023/0976 Listed Building Consent for the restoration of Betchworth Forge and change of use from light industrial to office. (Letter from BPC in Appendix B)
2016: MO/2015/2014 Remove existing corrugated asbestos garage roof and replace with clay tile roof.

She has asked Betchworth Parish Council if we could prepare a letter of support. Is this something we would support as a Council?

Under UK law, there is no direct statutory duty forcing an owner to actively maintain a listed building. However, if an owner allows a property to deteriorate, the Local Planning Authority (LPA) or Historic Englandcan step in using statutory enforcement powers under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 
To note, use of the above powers can result in the owner of the building serving a notice on the Council requiring them to compulsory purchase it and do the work themselves.
Modest grants may be available to help building owners, especially where a new use has been identified.



Appendix A:

 27th September 2023 
Dear Ms Krzyyanowski 
Re: MO/2023/1201 
The Forge, The Street, Betchworth, Surrey, RH3 7DW 
Restoration of Betchworth Forge and change of use from light industrial to office.. 
I am writing to you in relation to the property and planning application noted above. 
Betchworth Parish Council would like to put forward some comments on this application. Firstly, Council would like to continue to show support of such an application as it refurbishes an unused building in the heart of the village. We would however like to see a condition included that the elevation facing the road is to resemble as close as possible to what the old Forge looked like.




Appendix B:

 Dear Ms Krzyyanowski 
Re: MO/2023/0976 
The Forge, The Street, Betchworth, Surrey, RH3 7DW 
Listed Building Consent for the restoration of Betchworth Forge and change of use from light industrial to office. 
I am writing to you in relation to the property and planning application noted above. 
Betchworth Parish Council would like to put forward some comments on this application. Firstly, Council would like to show support of such an application as it refurbishes an unused building in the heart of the village. We would however like to see a condition included that any new roof tiles are of an orange fabric to keep in line with the character of the area and the host buildings.

