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BETCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
MVDC Update

1. Surrey Community Partnership officer update
Mole Valley district has the highest male suicide rates in Surrey across both youth and older ages. Surrey Community Partnership officer (michelle.bradley@surreycc.gov.uk) is looking to increase provision of activities for people within the Dorking area to get involved in.
She has found a lack of visibility of local activities and a need to create new provision. She notes that jobs in this area are hard to find for our youth currently.
Her next step is to understand the need i.e. what do the vulnerable members of our community need? She can then look to ensure provision is available to meet that need.
One suggestion was to involve Mickleham based charity Joes Buddy Line. (Note: I have shared the details of this charity with North Downs School)

2. Reorganisation to East Surrey
Piers Mason shared that the key roles have been assigned in the new East Surrey council with due and proper process. He thought they are likely to be moving to a setup with a Mayor led Council.
He shared that due to section 24, all money has to be approved by the East Surrey authority before it can be spent. That is why no progress can be made on Highways projects until April 2027. 
The new East Surrey budget will be agreed in December and no spending will be approved until the Budget is agreed. The first budget will largely be based on the current district budgets from 2026-2027. 
To inform the new budget, the new East Surrey are currently agreeing on the level off Council Tax to charge. Piers noted that Mole Valley charge the least in Surrey and they are looking to standardise the amount charged, therefore we should expect an increase to our Parishioner’s Council Tax bills under East Surrey. 
He warned that East Surrey have been tasked with making cost savings due to existing debt within East Surrey. We are unlikely to get our annual grants from Mole Valley going forward. The Parish Clerks shared concerns regarding the level of Parish precept to set for next year. 
Regarding planning, the MVDC local plan is the only in-date local plan in East Surrey (except Epsom). The MVDC local plan will continue to apply until East Surrey complete writing their spatial development strategy. We should expect a lot more housing development in all villages. 
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